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URPE at ASSA 
January 5-7,2007 
Chicago, IL 

Friday, Jan. 5, 8:00 am, Hyatt Addams: 

Current Trends in Turkish Economy 

Presiding: BENAN ERES, Ankara University, Turkey 

OZGE OZAY, University of Utah— Price- Wage 
Determination Mechanisms in the Turkish Textile Sector: 
1980-2005 

EMEL MEMIS, University of Utah— A Sectoral 
Analysis of Wages and Profitability Trends Under the 
Export-Led Regime in the Turkish Manufacturing Indus¬ 
try 

OZGE IZDES, University of Utah— Evolution of 
Labor Market in the Structural Adjustment Era: The Case 
of Turkey 

OZDEN BIRKAN, University of Utah— Alternative 
Measures of Currency Substitution in Turkey 

Discussant: BENAN ERES, Ankara University, Turkey 


Jan. 5, 8:00 am, Hyatt Wright: 

Gender and Development: Assessing Investments, 
Empowerment Strategies, and Measuring Women’s 
Progress (URPE SESSION JOINT WITH IAFFE) 

Presiding: GUNSELI BERIK, University of Utah 

CAREN GROWN and DIANE ELSON, Levy 
Economics Institute at Bard College, and CHANDRIKA 
BAHADUR and JESSIE HANDBURY, UN Millennium 
Project— The Financial Requirements of Achieving 
Gender Equality and Women s Empowerment in Low 
Income Countries 


RAMYA M. VIJAYA, Richard Stockton College— 
Trade, Jobs, and Gender Trends 

SUCHARITA SINHA, University of California, 
Riverside— The Conundrum of Development: Increasing 
Literacy and Female Disadvantage in Urban India 

FARIDA C. KHAN, University of Wisconsin, 
Parkside— Localizing Gender Development Indices: The 
South Asian Particular 

Continued on page 11... 

Protest ASSA cutbacks 
on URPE sessions 

Dear friend of URPE: 

The American Economic Association (AEA) is 
proposing to cut by 13 the number of sessions that 
organizations other than the AEA are allowed to offer at 
the Allied Social Science Assocations (ASSA) meetings. 
The Union for Radical Political Economics (URPE) is 
slated to lose two of its sessions, reducing the number of 
our sessions from 18 in the coming 2007 year to 16 by 
January 2009. We do not know where the other cuts 
would take place, but are deeply concerned about the loss 
of diversity of theoretical perspectives that would result 
from these cuts. 

Continued on page 3 ... 
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2006-2007 STEERING COMMITTEE 
Elected members 

Cyrus Bina (04-07) Dept of Economics/Management, University of 
Minnesota-Morris, 600 East 4th Street, Morris, MN 56267; 

(320) 589-6193; <binac@mrs.umn.edu> 

David Brennan (05-08) Franklin & Marshall College, P.O. Box 
3003, Lancaster, PA 17604-3003; (717) 291-3936; 
<david.brennan@fandm.edu> 

A1 Campbell (06-09), 1645 Campus Center Dr. Rm. 308, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84112-9300; (801) 585-3521; <Al@economics.utah.edu> 

Scott Carter (06-09) Department of Economics, The University of 
Tulsa, 600 South College Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74104; 
<scott-carter@utulsa.edu> 

Graham Cassano (04-07), Sociology Department, Southern 
Connecticut State University, 501 Crescent St., New Haven, CT 
06515; (203) 407-8300; <Graham@xrgb.com> 

Bilge Erten (05-08) Prince Hall, 286 Sunset Ave., UMass/Amherst, 
Amherst MA 01002; (413) 695-8830 <berten@econs.umass.edu> 

Doug Koritz (04-07), Dept of Economics & Finance, Buffalo State 
College, 1300 Elmwood Ave, Buffalo, NY 14222; (716) 878-6640; 
<koritzdg@buffalo state. edu> 

Laurie Nisonoff (06-09) Social Science, Hampshire College, 
Amherst, MA 01002; 413-559-5397 (o); 

<lni sonoff@hamp shire. e du> 

Chris Rude (06-09) 169 Wythe Avenue, Room 104, Brooklyn, NY 
11211 ;718-486-6369 <rudec690@newschool.edu> 

Paddy Quick (04-07), Economics Department, St. Francis College, 
180 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201; 631-286-5168 (h); 
<paddyquick@aol. com> 

Leanne Ussher (05-08) Economics Department, PH 300-0, Queens 
College, CUNY, 65-30 Kissena Blvd, Flushing NY 11375. 
<leanne.ussher@qc.cuny.edu> 

Women s Caucus Representative 

Jenny Brown (05-08) Redstockings Women’s Liberation Archives, 
P.O. Box 2625, Gainesville, FL 32602; 352-378-5655; 
<jbrown72073@cs.com> 

Ex-Officio 

URPE National Office 

Frances Boyes, URPE National Office, Gordon Hall, University of 
Massachusetts, 418 N. Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 01002-1735. 
Tel. 413-577-0806. Fax 413-577-0261 E-mail: urpe@labornet.org 

Managing Editor of RRPE 

Hazel Dayton Gunn, Dept.of City and Regional Planning, 106 W. 
Sibley Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca NY 14853; E-mail: 
hgl 8@comell.edu 

Other URPE Positions 

ASSA Coordinators Robin Hahnel and Kristen Sheeran, Dept, of 
Economics, American University, rhahnel@starpower.net; 
kasheeran@smcm.edu 

Newsletter Editor: Jenny Brown, jbrown72073@cs.com 

Economy Connection Coordinator Ruthie Indeck; 201-792-7459; 
soapbox@comcast.net 

Printing: Prompt Printing Press 


URPE 


The Union for Radical Political Economics (URPE) is a 
membership organization of academics and activists who 
share an interest in a radical analysis of political and 
economic topics. Founded in 1968, URPE’s members use 
this analysis to advance various progressive political and 
social agendas. URPE publishes the Review of Radical 
Political Economics, runs a set of presentations at the 
academic professional meetings of the Allied Social 
Science Associations, sponsors a resource/speakers bureau 
called Economy Connection, and holds a Summer 
Conference on political and economic topics at a family- 
friendly summer camp. Its members are active in a wide 
array of professional and activist projects. 


The URPE Newsletter 


The URPE Newsletter is published quarterly by the Union 
for Radical Political Economics. The Newsletter is a place 
for URPE members to publish shorter articles and speeches 
as well as make announcements of upcoming events that 
might be of interest to members. Articles and announce¬ 
ments can be sent to the Newsletter Editor in the body of 
an e-mail message, or as an attached fde; send to 
jbrown7207S@cs.com, or by regular mail to: Jenny Brown, 
1701 NE 75th St., Gainesville, FL 32641. 

Permission to reprint material from the Newsletter is 
granted for non-commercial uses, provided that the 
Newsletter is credited as the source, and that two copies of 
the publication are sent to the URPE National Office. For 
permission to reprint for commercial purposes, contact the 
National Office. 

The URPE Newsletter is a good place to publish 
advertisements for new books! Rates are $300 per full 
page (7.5W x 9.3H); $160 for a half page, and $85 for a 
quarter page. Exchange ads are also considered. Please 
write or call the National Office for more information on 
this. 

Deadlines for submission to Newsletter are January 7 
for winter issue; April 7 for spring issue; July 1 for 
summer issue, and October 7 for fall issue. 
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Protest ASSA cuts ... continued from front cover 


This is the second set of cuts imposed on URPE and other 
non-AEA organizations by the AEA. In 1999, URPE was 
cut from 32 to 18 sessions. Widespread opposition by 
economists both within and outside of URPE succeeded 
in preventing an additional 9 cuts in 2000. (The AEA, it 
should be understood, exercises hegemonic power over 
the ASSA.) The rationale for the first set of cuts was a 
supposed shortage of space at conference sites. 

This second set of cuts is driven more directly by the 
AEA’s goal of furthering its own interests within the 
economics profession. Thus John J. Siegfried explains 
the change as follows: 

The purpose of this change is to increase the fraction 
of submissions to the AEA program (currently at 
about 1,500 annually) accepted for the program, so 
as to raise the acceptance rate for submissions to the 
AEA program from the current level of 15-20 percent 
to 25-30 percent, and to broaden the opportunities 
for AEA members to appear on the AEA program. 
[Letter from John J. Siegfried to A1 Campbell 
(URPE representative to ASSA) dated May 15, 

2006] 

To achieve this desired goal, the AEA made use of data 
collected on attendance at ASSA sessions. But while 
URPE’s sessions have always been well attended, the 
AEA’s definition of “attendees” excluded the presenters 
and discussants at a session, in accordance with its 
preferred concept of academic discourse, in which the 
audience is a passive receiver of information. (One of the 
ways that URPE dealt with the 1999 cuts was to increase 
the role of discussants at its sessions.) The data were thus 
slanted against URPE, with its preferred emphasis on 
participation at its sessions. 

We ask you protest these cuts by writing to John J. 
Siegfried, Secretary-Treasurer of the AEA, 2014 
Broadway, Suite 305, Nashville, TN 37203; email: 
john.siegfried@vanderbilt.edu. In addition, we urge you 
to contact other economists who understand that the long¬ 
term health of the discipline of economics depends on its 
willingness to discuss alternative theoretical perspectives 
and to respond to the new issues that arise from changes 
in national and international economic relations. 


Please send a copy of any correspondence to URPE 
( urpe@labornet.org l so that we can help coordinate this 
response to the AEA. 

Thank you, 


Fred Moseley (2008 Coordinator of URPE at ASSA) 

Laurie Nisonoff (Coordinator of URPE at ASSA and 
member of URPE Steering Committee) 

Paddy Quick (member of URPE Steering 
Committee) 
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CALL FOR PANELS 

2007 Left Forum, March 9-11 

Cooper Union, NYC www.leftforum.org 

Ruthie Indeck 

Last year URPE and Dollars and Sense officially co-sponsored 
two panels but were also involved in organizing two other 
panels at the 2006 Left Forum (offshoot of the Socialist 
Scholars Conference, where we sponsored many panels in the 
past). Because of space limitations at Cooper Union, the 
number of panels URPE can sponsor or cosponsor has been 
limited. 

Alone URPE can probably have one panel; if we cosponsor 
with another organization we can share two panels, with 
possible influence on a third. And individuals can sometimes 
be placed on panels sponsored by other groups. 

Each panel pays $120 to the Forum. Usually this fee has been 
raised by dividing the cost of the panel among the panelists and 
chair (usually 3-5 people); once this panel fee is paid, however, 
all members of the panel have been entitled to attend the entire 
conference without paying individual registration fees. 

People who attend the Left Forum are well-informed but most 
are not economists. Panels should be on topics of general 
interest. Please be prepared to make a major contribution 
toward organizing your panel, but be open to the possibility of 
accepting additional suggestions of panelists from URPE or the 
2007 Left Forum organizers. 

The factors involved in determining which panels will be 
sponsored by URPE include: how many panels apply; whether 
your panel is of general interest; whether a panel on the same 
topic has already been accepted by the 2007 Left Forum; 
whether URPE decides to co-sponsor panels with other 
organizations; how much effort you are able to contribute 
toward organizing your panel; whether it is possible to form a 
complete panel from your suggestion; and whether you have 
been in an URPE panel recently. The organizers of the Left 
Forum work closely with panel organizers, and may have some 
voice in which panels are accepted. They also may be able to 
find you a place on another panel. 

Please e-mail panel suggestions to soapbox@comcast.net by 
December 1. The URPE Steering Committee will make final 
decisions if we receive more panel suggestions than we can use, 
and will try to find a place in another conference for panels that 
are left out. People in or near NYC might consider participating 


in a panel at the Brecht Forum, which is eager to have URPE 
panels. 


RRPE Editorial Board Election Results 

Sixty-five ballots were cast in an uncontested election for the 
RRPE editorial board. Re-elected are Enid Arvidson, David 
Barkin, Brigitte Bechtold, Don Goldstein, Michael Keaney, 
John McDermott, Gary Mongiovi, and John Willoughby. 

Newly elected are Richard Cornwall, Alan Day Haight, Dorene 
Isenberg, Fadhel Kaboub, Mehrene Larudee, and Paddy Quick. 
Our heartfelt thanks to retiring members Christophre Georges, 
Jonathan Goldstein, Kanishka Goonewardena, Eric Nilsson, 
Ajit Sinha, and Tamar Diana Wilson. Their contributions to the 
journal have been rich and numerous. 


URPE Steering Committee Election Results 

In the fall 2006 Steering Committee elections, there were four 
candidates running for four positions. A1 Campbell and Laurie 
Nisonoff were re-elected to the Steering Committee, with 59 
and 61 votes, respectively. New Steering Committee members 
Scott Carter and Chris Rude were elected with 51 votes each. 
They will replace outgoing Steering Committee members Patty 
Lee Parmalee and Alfredo Saad-Filho. Thanks to committee 
members old and new for their work. 


Grad Student Chapter Notes 

On September 18 the University of Massachusetts URPE 
graduate student chapter held its first meeting of the school 
year. Helen Scharber is the elected representative for the group 
and she gave a PowerPoint presentation about URPE for first 
year students. Bilge Erten, last years representative and current 
Steering Committee member, was in attendance along with the 
national office manager, Frances Boyes. The 20 students who 
attended came from Economics, Sociology, and Labor Studies. 
Many of the students were current URPE members and URPE 
gained two new members at the meeting. After the introduction 
to the organization, the group discussed activities of URPE on 
campus this semester, including a radical film series and 
possibly a speaker. Possible films were suggested and the group 
decided that every other Friday at 4pm in Thompson Hall is still 
the best time to view them as a group. The planned movies for 
the semester are: The Revolution Will Not Be Televised, 
Metropolis, Z, Land and Freedom, The Take, and When the 
Mountains Tremble. 
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Germai Medhanie (left), outgoing URPE office manager, talks to presenter Jerry 
Harris, DeVry University, after a Summer Conference workshop. Germai received 
recognition and thanks of the Steering Committee at the Summer Conference for his 
more than a decade of work for URPE. Photo: Jenny Brown. 


URPE welcomes new office 
staff Frances Boyes 

Frances replaces Germai Medhanie, our long-time staff, 
who leaves his post with the thanks and appreciation of 
URPE. 

Frances writes: As a graduate student in Labor Studies 
and as a person with an interest in social justice, this 
position working with URPE was a perfect fit for me at 
this point in my life. I was very interested in URPE even 
before I interviewed with Patty Lee Parmalee and Paddy 
Quick, and after speaking to them, I knew that this was an 
organization I could be excited about becoming a part of. 

I moved to Massachusetts from North Carolina in January 
of 2006 to begin my masters degree at UMass. I attended 


the University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington for 
my undergraduate degree in 
Political Science where I spent 
most of my time studying 
political theory and the 
political history of African 
Americans. In between my 
bachelor’s and enrolling in 
UMass, I traveled the United 
States working for a book 
retailer as a supervisor and 
opening new stores. My 
interest in labor and people’s 
relationships to work in¬ 
creased during this time in 
particular because of the 
experiences I had on the road. 

I was constantly in a new city 
and meeting new people—all 
of whom were “temporary” 
workers, and most of whom 
were day laborers hired 
through an agency. This 
interest in working people’s 
lives led me to the Labor 
Center and it was through the 
Labor Center that I was 
introduced to URPE. 

My first big task for URPE was helping Germai 
Medhanie in organizing the summer conference in August 
of this year. The summer conference was an overall 
success for the organization and a great personal experi¬ 
ence for me. I was overwhelmed by the warm welcome 
that I received from attendees and URPE members and 
impressed by the information and new ideas that I was 
exposed to. 

Things have slowed down considerably since August, but 
I am still working on figuring everything out. I am so 
grateful for all of the help I have received, especially 
from Germai. His knowledge of the organization is so 
vast and although I am trying to take it all in, I can only 
hope to absorb a small bit of it. I look forward to working 
for the continued success of URPE and many thanks to all 
the people who have been so gracious about helping me 
work out the kinks! 
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URPE Business Meeting Minutes 

August 13, 2006 1 p.m. 

(Minutes recorded by Jenny Brown) 

Steering Committee attendees: David Brennan; Jenny 
Brown (Women’s Caucus rep.); A1 Campbell; Patty Lee 
Parmalee; Paddy Quick 

National office report 

Germai Medhanie, National Office Manager introduced 
Frances Boyes who will be the new Office Manager. 
Germai, reported that 99 people preregistered for the 
camp, and Frances said of those 99 around 89 showed up, 
and around 10 people additionally registered as walk-ins. 
Questions were raised about how attendance compared to 
last year. Germai said it was approximately 85 last year. 

RRPE report 

A1 Campbell reported that the RRPE signed a new 6-year 
contract with Sage. The contract was reviewed by the 
Editorial Board of the RRPE and the URPE Steering 
Committee, and both bodies thought it was a good 
contract. (The text is available if you write Al.) Revenue 
has been creeping up slowly. Al agreed to take back to the 



Avis Jones-DeWeever of the Institute for Women s Policy 
Research talks at the summer conference on gender, race, 
and class disparities in New Orleans and the Gulf coast 
as part of the plenary “Katrina: Race and Class. ” Photo: 
Jenny Brown. 


Ed Board the following questions, which he didn’t know 
the answers to: 

—What is the number of individual subscribers? (Al 
estimated 450) 

—What is the number of library subscribers? (This is now 
complicated by bundling). 

—What journals are bundled with the RRPE ? 

—As the back issues of the review get posted to the web, 
will there be a charge to access them for RRPE subscrib¬ 
ers? For the general public? Or will they only be acces¬ 
sible free through an institutional subscriber? If subscrib¬ 
ers have access, will they have free access to all years or 
just recent years? 

Al committed to get answers and write them up for the 
newsletter in a regular box. This would take the form of a 
brief report from the Steering Committee representative 
to the Ed Board of the Review, a position he currently 
holds. 

Economy Connection 

Ruthie Indeck gave a report on the EC (written in a 
detailed report distributed at the meeting.) Ruthie requests 
that if you are signed up as an EC resource person please 
get back to her promptly when she contacts you. 

ASSA meetings 

Al gave a report on the news that ASSA is once again 
trying to cut URPE’s sessions, currently at 18, by 2. This 
would not affect the Chicago (2007) conference but 
would affect the 2008 conf. in New Orleans. Fred 
Moseley (Mt. Holyoke College) and Laurie Nisonoff 
(Hampshire College) are the coordinators of ASSA panels 
for the 2008 conference. ASSA planning will take place in 
the Five-Colleges area (Amherst, Smith, Mount Holyoke, 
Hampshire, and U.Mass/Amherst). Al reported that in 
previous battles to fend off cuts, the cuts were made less 
drastic through organizing objections to the cuts, not just 
by URPErs themselves, but also with support from 
prominent mainstream economists. 

Summer Conference 

The following observations/suggestions were made about 
the Summer Conference this year: 

—Jim Garst noted that the finite number of beds (92) 
might make it difficult to grow, although with tenting, the 
registration of 99 was accommodated this time with beds 
to spare. There could be problems with the chair rear¬ 
rangement for the plenary, and that while it worked to 
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kick people out on the porches this time, it wouldn’t work 
if the weather were bad. 

—There were a lot of issues with the food, which was 
disappointing, along with the disposable (styro!) dishes, 
also galling. Now that we know the problems, Paddy 
commented, the SC projects that we will work with the 
camp to fix these next time, assuming Deer Run is the 
camp we use next time. 

—Ruthie suggested that the business meeting be on the 
day with the most people here and also in the main 
meeting room, or at least more central than the theater 
where we ended up having the business meeting this time. 
(Fixed seats there were also a problem.) 

—David Barkin suggested that the problem with AC in 
the upstairs room (making it unusably hot) is a chance for 



Danny Luce asks a question during the summer confer¬ 
ence plenary “Latin America: Breaking the Mold.’’ 
Photo: Jenny Brown. 


us to use expertise in the group to suggest changes to the 
room that would allow it to be usable without AC to begin 
with. 

—Ruthie said that the notice of request for workshops 
should have gone out much earlier to the list serve. 

—Julie Matthaei said she appreciated the outside seating. 
—Rina Garst said the mission of the camp (Deer Run) 
should have been noted and emphasized in the newsletter, 
rather than emphasizing the food, and that’s what we 
should emphasize if we use this camp again. (Paddy 
reported that the food was what the camp emphasized to 
us.) 

—Patty Lee said that it was nearly impossible to find a 


URPE notes with great sorrow the death 
last November of our good friend, Francis 
Mark. We extend our deepest sympathy 
and love to his wife, Paddy Quick, and 
their children Marie and Skip. We 
watched the kids grow up as URPE kids. 
Marie has graduated from college and 
Skip is just starting his junior year. 
Paddy always says that "URPE is her 
other family." So, from the URPE family 
to the Mark family, we wish you all the 
best. 


camp with the many attributes we want which is also as 
cheap as the last camp had been before they raised their 
rates. The last camp not only raised their rates by a large 
percentage, according to A1 and Germai; there was also 
the problem that they couldn’t accommodate our desire 
for an earlier date, therefore we’d been looking for 
another camp for around 5 years (with no success), a 
search which intensified when the rates were increased. 

Steering Committee elections 

Paddy noted that the SC elections nominations close at 
the end of the conference. There are four seats to vote on. 
Two incumbents, A1 Campbell and Laurie Nisonoff are 
running again. Two seats have no incumbent running— 
these are the seats occupied by Patty Lee and Alfredo 
Saad-Filho. Scott Carter submitted his candidate state¬ 
ment to the newsletter, as did A1 Campbell. Laurie is also 
running for another term. That leaves one seat for which 
no-one is yet running. Balloting is by mail. [Election 
results can be found on page 4.] 

Good and Welfare 

Rina submitted and moved, and the body unanimously 
adopted a resolution, to be in the minutes and in the 
newsletter, concerning the death of Francis Mark (in box 
above). 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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Update on Economy Connection, URPE’s Resource/Speakers Bureau 

by Ruthie Indeck, Coordinator (201-792-7459 or soapbox@comcast.net) 


Charlotte, NC—“Globalization: A Public Forum" 

Outsourcing is not the main cause of unemployment in the 
U.S., and most people in India are suffering, rather than 
benefiting, from the globalized job market, Ali Mir told a North 
Carolina audience. Political motivations have led politicians 
and the press to turn U.S. and Indian workers against each 
other, he feels. Ali, who teaches Marketing & Management 
Sciences at William Patterson University in NJ, traveled to 
North Carolina October 5 to participate in a forum on globaliza¬ 
tion sponsored by the World Affairs Council of Charlotte and 
the India Association of Charlotte. Ali and co-panelist Dennis 
Appleyard of Davidson College were also interviewed by Mike 
Collins that morning on “Charlotte Talks,” a program produced 
by a local public radio station. 

Both speakers agreed that while globalization of product, 
financial and labor markets is not new, it has increased rapidly, 
especially in the last 15 years, to the point of approaching a 
paradigm change. And it has caused pain and increased inequal¬ 
ity, both in the U.S. and in countries like India. Ali said that 
globalization has been an uneven process, with clear winners 
and losers, both here and in India. While around 15 percent of 
the Indian population is better off, most others—primarily 
farmers and low-wage workers—have suffered a declining 
standard of living, and the suicide rate among farmers has 
soared. About 70 percent of the Indian population works in 
agriculture, and most farmers work on small plots. The same 
neoliberal economic system that has enabled U.S. companies to 
outsource tech jobs to India has also forced Indian farmers to 
compete with government-subsidized agricultural goods from 
the West, lowering the prices they can get for their crops. 
Subsistence farming has given way to cash crops, and Indian 
farmers must now pay more for inputs. At the same time, IMF- 
dictated structural adjustment programs have forced the Indian 
government to cut social service spending, especially on health 
care, which was not great in the past and has become much 
worse now—and mostly privatized. TB is returning with a 
vengeance. 

Both Ali and Dennis agreed that the corporations that 
benefit from outsourcing have no allegiance to any country, and 
are beholden only to their stockholders. Ali pointed out that 
while Indian workers are being exploited by both foreign and 
local companies, many foreign companies have pushed hard for 
looser environmental regulation, as well as labor laws that are 
more favorable to corporations. Ali feels that the international 
community needs uniform labor laws and minimum labor 
standards. 


The talk was followed by a passionate 90-minute Q&A 
period. “Many had a great time and loved my presentation; 
others thought I should be strung up,” Ali commented. 

“The Immigration Debate in a Nation of Immigrants” 

In spite of the driving rain, thirty people came to the Somerset 
County Library in Bridgewater, NJ October 17 to attend a 
public forum on immigration. EC member Julio Huato spoke 
about the economic context, and he was joined on the panel by 
two attorneys: Cesar Alvarez-Moreno of El Centro 
Hispanoamericano and Parastou Hassouri, an Immigration 
Rights Specialist from the ACLU-NJ. The panel was sponsored 
by Somerset Voices for Peace and Justice, the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Somerset Hills, and the Somerset 
County Chapter of the ACLU of NJ. 

Julio began his talk by saying that while it is understandable 
that U.S. workers are concerned about loss of jobs and fall in 
real wages, the immigration rate is not above historical trends 
(although there was a spike in the late 80s and early 90s), and 
the current uproar over immigration is driven by politics. 
Immigrants are a convenient scapegoat. He noted that politi¬ 
cians from states with lower undocumented immigration rates 
were often those who voted for repressive immigration laws. 

He quoted studies that found the impact of immigration on 
overall well-being to be small but positive, although he also 
noted that immigrants comprise about a quarter of the low- 
wage, unskilled U.S. labor force, and “obviously, changes in 
immigration flows are likely to have an impact on that segment 
of the labor market. But the impact on the rest—the bulk—of 
the labor market and on the economy in general (a $12.5 
Trillion per-year economy) is much more modest.” 

Julio also talked about the forces driving people to leave 
Mexico, some of which he felt had been temporary. He noted 
the high birth rate of the 50s-60s (a Mexican baby boom) which 
led to an increase in the labor force when they grew up. He also 
talked about the devastating effect on Mexico’s economy of 
Volcker’s high interest rate policy during the 80s, when the 
demographic pressure for jobs was greater. Lately, as an oil 
exporter, Mexico has benefited from higher oil prices and the 
demographic pressure for jobs has eased. As a result, Julio 
predicted that rates of immigration from Mexico were likely to 
be much lower in coming years. 

As the evening drew to a close, Julio gave an impassioned 
plea for U.S. workers to realize that coordination with workers 
in the rest of the world was the only way to defend themselves 
against the negative effects of international inequality and have 
more control over their work and lives. 
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Afterwards, event organizer Alisa Mariani thanked Julio for 
“your charts that made your points easy to follow and remem¬ 
ber, and for your assured fielding of audience questions and 
comments.” She noted the difficulty of workers of the world 
uniting, since U.S. workers are living in a country “that doesn’t 
know Marx except as a vaguely sinister if irrelevant figure and 
where many workers probably think of workers in other nations 
as an outsourcing threat to their own jobs.” 

Julio responded that “the people in the U.S. who live off 
their work (as opposed to privilege and large accumulated 
wealth) are in an ideal position to do good in the world at large. 
But it has to be done through unity with the working people in 
other parts of the world, a unity based on mutual respect and 
solidarity. I’m optimistic about it.” 

What Makes the Fed Tick? 

The goals of the Fed are to fight inflation, prevent financial 
crises, shore up the banking system, guarantee profits for banks, 
and ignore everything else, Chris Rude told students at a 
meeting of the St. Francis College Economics Society. About 
25 students attended; some of them will participate next month 
in the “Fed Challenge,” a contest run by the Fed. 

Chris’s remarks indicated his underlying concern about the 
class nature of the Fed. He explained that although the banking 
sector employs relatively few people, it receives a lot of 
attention because it is so profitable. The Fed’s concentration on 
inflation is due to the fact that inflation is particularly harmful 
to financial interests. Even its inflation-fighting has a class 
bias—it doesn’t fight financial bubbles. 

The students wanted to know how the Fed affects the 
economy. Chris explained how the Fed alters interest rates in 
the economy as a whole through changes in the federal funds 
rate. The Fed eases money during a crisis and then tightens it 
when it feels that inflation is once again a threat. Chris recom¬ 
mended The Raw Deal by Ellen Frank for a clear explanation of 
how the Fed works. 

One student asked why the Fed was so secretive. Chris said 
that its secrecy was a source of power, and that under the 
current neoliberal regime most central banks were more 
powerful and autonomous than they had been in the past. 

Professor Behrouz Tabrizi reports that “the students thought 
his presentation was very informative. The information was, 
particularly, very useful to those students who would be 
participating in the upcoming Fed Challenge.” 

U.S. Plans for Iran 

Last spring URPE sponsored two panels on the crisis between 
the U.S. and Iran. These panels led to radio shows, a video and 
a web page. In late June Arun Gupta, an editor and writer at The 
Indypendent (NYC), interviewed two speakers from our 


panels—Tom O’Donnell and Faramarz Farbod—for an article 
entitled “Undeterred, the War-for-Oil Machine Rolls Toward 
Iran.” A longer version ran in the Summer 2006 issue of WIN, 
the War Resisters League quarterly magazine, under the title, 
“Iran, Another Oil War in the Making,” and then an updated 
version ran in the Fall 2006 issue of Left Turn, called “The 
Road to Tehran.” 

Arun quotes Tom’s explanation for the U.S. government’s 
interest in Iran: “There is a shortage of capacity in the oil sector 
and that can only be made up by the Gulf States in the Middle 
East, and Iraq and Iran are way below potential.” And Bush 
does not want this increase in Iran’s production of oil to occur 
under the control of the current regime. The U.S. is focusing on 
Iran’s nuclear potential “because they want to inflame the 
conflict. They want to do it over nuclear weapons because it 
would look bad to do it over oil.” 

Faramarz Farbod commented on the motives of Iran’s 
leaders in the current crisis, explaining that the political crisis 
enables them to control domestic dissent. The nuclear issue 
serves an economic, as well as a political purpose: “This is one 
of their goals ... to remove U.S. sanctions with the bargaining 
chip of uranium.” The sanctions are contributing to Iran’s 
worsening economic crisis. 

See www.urpe.org/Iran Crisis.htm. URPE’s web page on 
The Political Economy of the Iran Crisis, for radio shows, 
articles, books, websites and speakers on Iran. 

Calls for Resources 

URPE National Office Coordinator Frances Boyes forwarded to 
the Steering Committee a request for URPE articles on labor- 
managed co-ops like Mondragon, and I forwarded it to addi¬ 
tional Economy Connection members. The request was from a 
California student whose professor had turned him on to URPE. 
So far the student has received suggestions of people and 
resources from Chris Gunn, Patty Lee Parmalee, Michael 
Howard, A1 Campbell and Charles Rock. Chris also sent his 
recent RRPE article on “Financing Workers’ Cooperatives”; it 
includes a bibliography with many additional resources. The 
student reports that he was “thrilled to hear from all of them.” 
Resources and contacts were also sent to the producer of an 
Oregon radio show who wanted suggestions of people to 
interview; a woman interested in corporate research tools for 
her labor center; an English professor looking for economic 
background material for a course she is teaching on utopian 
visions; a NYC radio producer looking for someone who could 
explain economic jargon; a man working on health care reform 
in NY State; and a North Carolina high school teacher looking 
for information on aid to Israel. 
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New Departures in Marxian Theory 

Stephen A. Resnick and Richard D. Wolff 

both at University of Massachusetts in Amherst 



Major changes have shaken Marxism over recent decades. 
This collection of essays, by two American authors of 
international repute, documents what has become the most 
original formulation of Marxist theory today. Resnick and 
Wolff’s work is shaping Marxism’s new directions and new 
departures as it repositions itself for the 21 st century. Their 
new non-determinist and class-focused Marxist theory is 
both responsive to and critical of the other movements 
transforming modem social thought from post-modernism 
to feminism to radical democracy and the “new social 
movements.” 

‘New Departures in Marxian Theory’ confronts the need 
for a new philosophical foundation for Marxist theory. A 
critique of classical Marxism’s economic and methodological 
determinisms paves the way for a systematic alternative, 
“overdetermination,” that is developed far beyond the 
fragmentary gestures of Lukacs, Gramsci, and Althusser. 
Successive essays begin by returning to Marx’s original 
definition of class in terms of the surplus (rather than in 
terms of property ownership and power). Resnick and 
Wolff develop and apply this class analysis to produce new 
understandings of modern capitalism’s contradictions (with 
special emphasis on the US), communism, households, gender 
differences, income distribution, markets, and monopoly. 
Further chapters specify how this “overdeterminist class 
theory” differentiates itself in new ways from the alternative 
traditions in economics. 


Contents: 

1. Introduction: Marxism Without Determinism 

2. Marxian Philosophy and Epistemology 

3. Class Analysis 

4. Criticism and Comparisons of Economic Theories 

5. Criticisms and Comparisons of Economic Theories 

6. History 



To order in the US, Latin America, and Canada,contact: 

Call toll free: 1-800-634-7064 
www.routledge.com 


This collection of topically focused essays enables readers 
(including academics across many disciplines) to understand 
and make use of a major new paradigm in Marxist thinking. 
It showcases the exciting analytical breakthroughs now 
punctuating a Marxism in transition. Resnick and Wolff do 
not shy away from exploring the global, political, and activist 
implications of this new direction in Marxism. 


June 2006; 9-1/5x6-1/10 
Hardcover: 0-415-77025-4; US $125.60 
Paperback: 0-415-77026-2; US $41.60 


Questions about the book? 

Contact Joon Moon at: 
JoonWon.Moon@taylorandfrancis.com 


Q Routledge 

Taylor & Francis Group 
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ASSA schedule ... Continued from front cover. 

Discussants: GUNSELI BERIK, University of Utah 
JERRY EPSTEIN, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst 

STEPHANIE SEGUINO, University of Vermont 


Jan. 5,10:15 am, Hyatt Addams: 

Microfoundations of Marxian Economics 

Presiding: BARKLEY ROSSER, James Madison Univer¬ 
sity 

GILBERT L. SKILLMAN, Wesleyan University— 
Worker Bargaining Power and the Business Cycle: Wage 
Dynamics in an Economy with Matching and Sequential 
Bargaining 

ROBERTO VENEZIANI, Queens Mary University, 
London— Microfoundations and Analytical Marxism 

JONATHAN GOLDSTEIN, Bowdoin College— 
Marxian Microfoundations: Contribution or Detour? 

ERIC A. SCHUTZ, Rollins College —Social Power 
in the Microfoundations of Heterodox Macroeconomics 

Jan. 5,10:15 am, Hyatt Wright: 

Brazil Under Lula: Where is it Headed? 

Presiding: AL CAMPBELL, University of Utah 

LEDA PAULANI, University of Sao Paulo, Brazil— 
Brazil as a Platform of International Financial 
Valorisation: The Role of Lula s Government 

PAULO NAKATANI, University of Espirito Santo, 
Brazil— A Critical Assessment of the Economic Policies 
of the Lula s Government 

ROSA MARIA MARQUES, Pontifica Universidade 
Catolica de Sao Paulo, Brazil— Lula s Government and 
Social Policies 

REMY HERRERA, MAURICIO SABADINI, and 
FRANCISCO CINTRA, University of Paris Pantheon- 
Sorbonne, France —The Failures of Reformism: Lula s 
Brazil (2003-2006), after Mitterand’s France (1981-1984) 

Discussants: AL CAMPBELL, University of Utah 
REMY HERRERA, University of Paris, France 


Jan. 5, 2:30 pm, Hyatt Wright: 

Gender and HIV/AIDS: Sexuality, Health, Education 
and Economic Development (URPE SESSION JOINT 
WITH IAFFE) 

Presiding: LAURIE NISONOFF, Hampshire College 

YAVUZ YASAR, University of Denver— Gendered 
Epidemic and De-Gendered Development: HIV/AIDS, 
Economic Development, and Sexuality in Cambodia 

ESTHER REDMOUNT and MEGAN 
MCCALLISTER, Colorado College —AIDS and the 
Education of Girls in Swaziland with particular Attention 
to Orphanages 

MONICA DAS and YAKUB QURAISHI, Delhi 
University, India —Sexuality and Scourge of the Syn¬ 
drome-An Indian Contact 

CONSOLATA KABONESA, Makere University, 
Uganda —Health Sector Reforms, Gender Relations and 
HIV/AIDS in Hoima District 

Discussants: CHERYL DOSS, Yale University 
CECILIA CONRAD, Pomona College 


Jan. 5, 2:30 pm, Hyatt Addams: 

Microfoundations of Heterodox Macroeconomics 

Presiding: CHARLES WHALEN 

INGRID RIMA, Temple University— Reconstruct¬ 
ing the Microeconomic Foundations for Understanding 
Labor Market 

MICHELE NAPLES, The College of New Jersey— 
The Microfoundations of Keynes ’ Theory of Passive 
Supply and Labor Demand 

TAE-HEE JO, University of Missouri-Kansas 
City— Microfoundations of Effective Demand 

AMITAVA KRISHNA DUTT, University of Notre 
Dame —Is There a Place for Microfoundations in Hetero¬ 
dox Macroeconomics? 

Discussants: PETER DORMAN, Evergreen College 
GILBERT L. SKILLMAN, Wesleyan University 
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Saturday, January 6th, 8:00 am, Hyatt Wright: 

Borderlines: Gender and Migration (URPE SESSION 
JOINT WITH IAFFE) 

Presiding: MARY KING, Portland State University 

LOURDES BENERIA, Cornell University— Paid/ 
Unpaid Work and the Globalization of Reproduction 

ALICIA GIRON GONZALEZ and MA. LUISA 
GONZALEZ MARIN, UNAM, Mexico —Women, 
Migration, and Economic Policy 

PHILLIP J. GRANBERRY and ENRICO 
MARCELLI, University of Massachusetts, Boston— 
Mexican Immigrant Wages: Are Men s and Women’s 
Social Capital Different? 

ULLA GRAPARD, Colgate University— Immigra¬ 
tion and the Danish Welfare State: Where are Women s 
Voices? 

Discussants: MARY KING, Portland State University 
FARIDA C. KHAN, University of Wisconsin, 
Parkside 

MARIA FLORO, American University 


Jan. 6, 8:00 am, Hyatt Addams: 

Topics in Heterodox Macroeconomics 

Presiding: MARTHA STARR, American University 

FREDERIC S. LEE, University of Missouri-Kansas 
City— Heterodox Microeconomics and the Foundations of 
Heterodox Macroeconomics 

WILLIAM T. GANLEY, Buffalo State College— 

The Micro Foundations ofVeblen s Theory of the Business 
Cycle 

PETER DORMAN, Evergreen College— The Trade 
Account and Macro Aggregates 

WILLIAM MILBERG, New School for Social 
Research— The Pricing- Investment Link Under Global¬ 
ized Production: A Post Keynesian Perspective on US. 
Economic Hegemony 

Discussants: TAE-HEE JO, University of Missouri- KC 
MICHELE NAPLES, The College of New Jersey 


Jan. 6,10:15 am, Hyatt Addams: 

Reconstituted Social Structures of Accumulation: 
Macroeconomics, Profits, Finance, and Performance 

Presiding: DORENE ISENBERG, University of 
Redlands 

DORENE ISENBERG, University of Redlands— 
Financial Renovation and the Rise of a New SSA 

DAVID M. KOTZ, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst— Identifying the Cause of Capitalist Crises in 
Two Regimes: The Different Sources of Profit Rate 
Declines in Regulated versus Neoliberal Capitalism 

VICTOR LIPPIT, University of California, River¬ 
side— Financial Innovation and SSA Formation in the 
21st Century 

PHILLIP O’HARA, Curtin University- The Index of 
System Contradiction and Social Structures of Accumula¬ 
tion in the US and China 

Discussants: MARTIN WOLFSON, University of Notre 
Dame 

MINQI LI, University of Utah 


Jan. 6,10:15 am, Hyatt Wright: 

Topics in Marxian Economics 

Presiding: JIM DEVINE, Loyola University, Los Ange¬ 
les 

ERIK OLSEN, University of Missouri, Kansas 
City— Unproductive Activity and Endogenous Techno¬ 
logical Change in a Marxian Model of Economic Growth 

BOKHYUN CHO, Hanbat National University, 
South Korea— The Nature of Financial Capital and The 
Finance-led Accumulation Regime 

JUSTIN A. ELARDO, Ohio State University— 
Marx, Marxists, and Economic Anthropology 

EMLYN F. NARDONE, Centre for Innovation and 
Structural Change (CISC) at the National University of 
Ireland, Republic of Ireland— Integrating Transnational 
Classes into the Social Structure of Accumulation (SSA) 
Framework 

Discussants: ERIK OLSEN, University of Missouri, 
Kansas City 

JIM DEVINE, Loyola University, Los Angeles 
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Jan. 6, 2:30 pm, Hyatt Addams: 

Development, Finance, and Capitalism 

Presiding: SUSAN SCHROEDER, Auckland University 
of Technology, New Zealand 

ROBERT CHERNOMAS and FLETCHER 
BARAGAR, University of Manitoba, Canada— -An 
Invasive Stage of Capitalism 

ALEX JULCA, United Nations —Can Immigrants 
Help Channel Remittance for Economic Development? 

EDWARD NELL, New School for Social Re¬ 
search —Vicious and Virtuous Cycles in Development: 
The Interaction between Economics and Social Spheres 

Discussants: PHILLIP O’HARA, Curtin University, 
Australia 


MATIAS VERENGO, University of Utah 
CHRISTOPHER RUDE, York University, Canada 


Jan. 6, 2:30 pm, Hyatt Wright: 

Globalization, Conflict, and Constraints 

Presiding: ROBERT BLECKER, American University 

ENGELBERT STOCKHAMMER, Vienna Univer¬ 
sity of Economics and Business Administration —The EU 
Economy: Wage-led or Profit-led? 

OZLEM ONARAN, Istanbul Technical University, 
Turkey and Vienna University of Economics and Busi¬ 
ness Administration, Austria —The Effect of European 
Integration on Labor in the Central and Eastern Euro¬ 
pean Countries in the Post-Transition Era 



Leda Paulani (right) of the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, speaks at the Summer Conference on a plenary 
panel with David Barkin (right) and Fred Rosen, called “Latin America: Breaking the Mold.’’ She spoke on 
“Finacial Capital and the Economic State of Emergency in Brazil.’’ She is also current president of the SEP, 
URPE’s corresponding political economy association in Brazil. Photo: Jenny Brown. 
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ERINC YELDAN, Bilkent University, Turkey— 
IMF Conditionality and the New Debt Trap in Turkey 

ROBERT BLECKER, American University— 
Macroeconomic and Structural Constraints on Mexican 
Economic Growth 

Discussants: JAMES HEINTZ, Political Economy 
Research Institute 

ARSLAN RAZMI, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst 



Michael Reich, UC Berkeley, gives the David Gordon 
Lecture at the Summer Conference. His talk was titled: 
“Changes in U.S. Capitalism Since the Reagan Era: 
Where are We Now? ” Photo: Jenny Brown. 


Sunday, Jan. 7th, 8:00 am, Hyatt Addams: 

Global Financial Issues and Problems 

Presiding: EDWARD NELL, New School for Social 
Research 

RAMAA VASUDEVAN, New School for Social 
Research— Global Imbalance and the Hegemony of the 
Dollar: Exporting Fragility to the Periphery 

SUSAN SCHROEDER, Auckland University of 
Technology, New Zealand —The Rates of Interest and 
Profit and the Formation of Financial Fragility 

ESTEBAN PEREZ CALDENTY, United Nations— 
The Accumulation of Debt in Small Open Economies: The 
Caribbean Case 

Discussants: JOHN EATWELL, Cambridge University, 
UK 

EDWARD NELL, New School for Social Research 
PHILLIP O’HARA, Curtin University, Australia 


Jan. 7, 8:00 am, Hyatt Wright: 

Heterodox Perspectives on Money 

Presiding: EDWIN DICKENS, Saint Peter’s College 

EDWIN DICKENS, Saint Peter’s College —A 
Classical Theory of Monetary Policy 

DANIEL E. SAROS, Valparaiso University— The 
Price-Form as a Fractional Reflection of the Aggregate 
Value of Commodities 

RON BAIMAN, Loyola University Chicago— 
Accumulation Through Dispossessing: Modeling the New 
U.S. Rentier Capitalism 

ANDREW B. TRIGG, The Open University, UK— 
Money, Substitution and the Pasinetti Pure Production 
Model as a Foundation to Post Keynesian Theory 

Discussants: EDWIN DICKENS, Saint Peter’s College 
ANDREW B. TRIGG, The Open University, UK 


Jan. 7,10:15 am, Hyatt Wright: 

Alternatives to Globalization 

Presiding: CYRUS BINA, University of Minnesota, 
Morris 
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SRIPAD MOTIRAM, Dalhousie University, Canada 
& VAMSIVAKULABHARANAM, Queens College, 
USA— Cooperatives or Corporate Alternatives: Which 
One Works Better for Small Farmers in Developing 
Economies? 

FRED CURTIS, Drew University— Is Globalization 
Dying? - Implications of Peak Oil and Global Warming 

CYRUS BINA, University of Minnesota, Morris— 
The Globalization of Oil: A Prelude to a Critical Political 
Economy 

ROBIN HAHNEL, American University— Is Small 
Beautiful or Just Small? 

Discussants: FRED CURTIS, Drew University 

SRIPAD MOTIRAM, Dalhousie University, Canada 


Jan. 7,10:15 am, Hyatt Addams: 

Trade, Capital Markets and Policy 

Presiding: TIM KOECHLIN, Vassar College 

TIM KOECHLIN, Vassar College— Born to Run? 
The Responsiveness of Investment to ‘Global ’ Economic 
Conditions 

ILENE GRABEL, University of Denver— Policy 
Coherence and Trade: Two New Trojan Horses Arrive in 
the Developing World 

CHRISTIAN WELLER, Center for American Progress— 
The Case for Progressive Taxation as Financial Stabiliza¬ 
tion Tool 

MEHRENE LARUDEE, DePaul University— Not 
Trade but VADE (Value Added Destined for Export): 
Issues in Measuring Openness and Its Impact 


Discussants: TIM KOECHLIN, Vassar College 
MEHRENE LARUDEE, DePaul University 
ILENE GRABEL, University of Denver 

Jan. 7,1:00 pm, Hyatt Addams: 

Methodological Perspectives on Environmental 
Economics 

Presiding: JONATHAN HARRIS, Global Development 
and Environment Institute, Tufts University 

PAUL BURKETT, Indiana State University— 
Ecological Value Analysis and Marxism: The Case of 
Contingent Valuation 

MICHAEL PERELMAN, California State Univer¬ 
sity— The Perverse Economy 

ANN DAVIS, Marist College— The New Home 
Economics: The “Tragedy ” of the “American Dream ” 

DEBRA ISRAEL, Indiana State University— 
Gender and Household Decision- Making Processes: 
Relevance to Contingent Valuation Research 

Discussants: JONATHAN HARRIS, Global Develop¬ 
ment and Environment Institute, Tufts University 
ANN DAVIS, Marist College 

Jan. 7, 1:00 pm, Hyatt Wright: 

Case Studies in Financial Crises 

Presiding: ARSLAN RAZMI, University of Massachu¬ 
setts, Amherst 


Continued on back cover... 


URPE Reception at ASSA 

Hyatt Regency Chicago, Room Skyway 260 

Friday, Jan. 5, 6-7:30 pm. 
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ASSA Schedule... continued from page 15 

MATHINE DUFOUR and OZGUR 
ORHANGAZI, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst— International Financial Crises: Scourge 
or Blessings in Disguise? 

FIRAT DEMIR, University of Oklahoma— 
Financial Liberalization, Private Investment and 
Low Growth Traps in Argentina, Mexico and 
Turkey: Financialization of Real Sectors of the 
Economy 

SECIE PACACI, University of Utah— The 
Relationship Between Trade, Growth and The 
Balance of Payments: Application of Balance of 
Payments- Constrained Growth Model to the 
Turkish Economy (1980-2005) 

ABDUFFAH AFMOUNSOR, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst— A Development Com¬ 
parative Approach to Capital Flight: The Case of 
the Middle East and North Africa (1970-2002) 

Discussants: ABDUFFAH AFMOUNSOR, 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

SECIF PACACI, University of Utah 


Visit the URPE Website at 
www.urpe.org 

•k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

Keep up to date with plans for the 2007 URPE 
Summer Conference. 

Check out recent articles published in the Review 
of Radical Political Economics (RRPE). 

Explore “Economy Connection” for references to 
materials on major issues, and information on 
how to get speakers to events. 

See recent issues of the URPE Newsletter. 

Get in touch with other organizations promoting 
heterodox economics. 

Fook for job listings for heterodox economists. 
Contact us at: urpe@labornet.org 










